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he allows all his wells to be contaminated. For well water
to be pure, six things are wanted :
(i) A roof to keep out leaves, bird-droppings and a lot
of dust. This is less essential than the other things, but
when spending many hundreds of rupees on a good well,
why not make a job of it and add a roof ? Even better
than a roof is the complete sealing of the well and the
extracting of the water by means of a pump or a Persian
Wheel (worked by hand or by bullock power).
(ii) A properly built platform with a raised and outward-
sloping inner lip, so that pots and buckets cannot be put
on the edge of the cylinder and water will not splash back
into the well from the platform.
(iii) A masonry or hardened walk round the well below
the platform or cylinder top, both for the convenience of
the women and to prevent dirty water collecting in puddles
and soaking down into the subsoil water.
(iv) A masonry drain round the well to collect all waste
water from the walk and from the platform and take it
away—not to a pond or bog but to a garden or a series of
trees, vines, papayas, bananas, etc., big enough to absorb
the whole output.
(v) A pump or Persian Wheel or, failing one of these,
a drum or windlass round which the bucket rope is wound,
so that the rope shall never lie on the ground or even on the
well platform and get dirty.
(vi) A common bucket. No one should be allowed to
put his own vessel into a public well.
Other good arrangements are masonry or iron tanks
fitted with taps1 and filled from the well by Persian Wheels
or other water lifts. There are many ways of making the
1 A wooden cock is better than a tap as children are apt to spoil
taps.

